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T
ea Lane Associates, which is 
celebrating its 50th anniver-
sary this year, is a real estate 
brokerage firm with offices 
in Chilmark and West Tis-
bury. It represents properties 
in all six Vineyard towns. 
The business was first estab-
lished in 1967 by Julia Stur-

ges and Eleanor Pearlson. The two women 
moved to the Island from New York City, 
where they had both worked for the Henry 
Street Settlement, a well-known nonprofit 
agency on the Lower East Side of Manhat-
tan that provides social services, arts pro-
grams, and healthcare services to New York-
ers in need. Tea Lane is now owned by Ms. 
Pearlson’s nieces, Abby Rabinovitz and Les-
lie Pearlson, who along with 10 other brokers 
make up the team of full-time agents. 

The Times talked to Ms. Rabinovitz, prin-

cipal broker and owner, who emphasized 
that she and her cousin Leslie, broker and 
co-owner (also quoted here), are partners and 
part of a fully integrated team of profession-
als who work together. 

What is your business philosophy?
Tea Lane is about making connections and 
matches for people — finding sellers the right 
buyers, finding buyers the homes they will 
love and that will really work for them, find-
ing tenants the perfect vacation rental. All of 
our agents maintain the highest standards of 
professional practice while still preserving 
the casual atmosphere of the Vineyard

How long have you been involved in the 
business?
I started working for the company about 20 
years ago. I came to the Island initially just to 
help my aunt, but I ended up staying. I think 

between myself, Leslie, our general manager 
Selena Roman, and the agents at Tea Lane, 
we took what was a wonderful company and 
built on it. We kept the things that were re-
ally great, but also kept it current with the 
times. We continue to learn and evolve.

What did you do before?
I was a professional musician for 20 years. 
Before moving to the Vineyard, I taught 
at New England Conservatory in the Con-
temporary Improvisation Department. I 
performed and composed music — primarily 
jazz, world music, and klezmer music. In my 
life prior to music, I was a tenant organizer in 
Somerville. I never thought I would own and 
run a real estate company!

Leslie Pearlson: I taught for six years at 
Arts High School in Newark, N.J., a magnet 
school that had a wonderful collection of tal-

ented students who pursued art, music (vocal 
and instrumental), dance and filmmaking. 
I loved my students and the experience, but 
I was ready for a new chapter in the spring 
of 2002 when Eleanor invited me to come 
up and join the team. Since I grew up visit-
ing and enjoying her “cast of characters,” it 
seemed natural to head to the Vineyard.

Where are you from?
I was born in New York City, and grew up 
in New York State. I’ve been coming to the 
Vineyard since I was very young — visiting 
Eleanor and Julia. 

What makes Tea Lane unique?
We have deep roots on the Island, stretching 
back 50 years. Leslie and I are committed 
to maintaining the close connections to the 
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Fifty years of helping Vineyarders find home. BY GWYN MCALLISTER

The Tea Lane Associates staff, back row, 
from left, Bob Righter, Jill Hobby Napior, 
Selena Roman, Elle Lash, Michelle Foster 

Kelly,  Abby Rabinovitz, Meg Bodnar, 
and Robert Kenney. Front row, from left, 

Heidi Vanderhoop, Leslie Pearlson, 
Jennifer Gardiner, and Alexis Holden.

RANDI BAIRD

For 22 years, Cakes by Liz has 
been making elegant wedding 
cakes, special occasion cakes, 

desserts, fi nger sweets, pastries 
and, in the summer, key lime pies.

Customers can pick up their 
pre-ordered cakes and desserts 

directly from her kitchen.

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

Wedding Cakes & Elegant Desserts
for Your Special Occasion

www.cakesbyliz.com • cakes@vineyard.net
Made-to-order with individiual attention to quality & detail!

508-696-8444

Wedding Cakes • French Pastries • Petits Fours
Birthday & Special Occasion Cakes

Cookies • Pies • Tarts • Holiday Desserts

C A K E S •B Y • L I Z
Simp

ly Decadent
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

15 East Line Road, Edgartown, Airport Business Park
508-696-8444  •  Cakesbyliz.com  

   ind me on Facebook &  T   witter (@CakesbyLiz)

Liz Kane

Teresa Kruszewski started her photography 
business in 2006, running it from her small 
home studio in New York City.  She always 

imagined having a "brick and mortar" shoppe to 
show and sell her Fine Art Black & White (film) 
photography.  Last fall she finally found the 
spot she’d been looking for in Vineyard Haven, 
across the street from The Black Dog Tavern. 
51art Gallery, located at The Shoppe with the 
Red Door, opened in December of 2016.

Teresa Kruszewski 
www.theshoppewiththereddoor.com
13 Beach Street Extension, Vineyard Haven • 212.585.4499

Every second Thursday of the month, a new artist has an opening reception at the gallery,  
a way to celebrate the artist and give them a chance to share their work and stories.   
NYC photographer Frank Rocco kicks off the summer series on Thursday, June 8 (everyone 
is invited!) with his show “Straight Up” which will be on view through June 29, 2017. 
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community that Eleanor and Julia established 
over the course of their decades here. We are 
part of a larger team, and all of our agents 
have their own connections and relationships 
that they draw on. They each bring their own 
unique experiences to the work, having back-
grounds in diverse fields from investment 
banking, finance, and insurance to educa-
tion, philanthropy, and the arts. People work 
as a team and support one another. That’s 
something that I find very special.

I also think that the professional expertise 
our agents bring to the table is unique. We 
are a really strong, experienced team. 

Tell us a little about your aunt 
and her partner.
They were amazing women. Julia came from 
an upper-crust New York family, prominent 
in the hotel industry. 
She raised her children 
in Princeton, and sum-
mered on Shelter Island, 
but moved to New York 
City after her divorce. 
She was a very inde-
pendent woman in her 
well-spoken, refined way, 
who lived sort of outside 
the mold, and she was 
also socially aware and 
very committed to help-
ing others who were less 
fortunate than herself. 
She ended up on the board of Henry Street 
Settlement, where she also volunteered teach-
ing piano to children. This was the ’60s.

Eleanor came from an Eastern European 
Jewish immigrant family without much 
money, and grew up in Inman Square in 
Cambridge. She was incredibly independent, 
and known for speaking her mind. She was 
one of the first women to serve in the WAVES 
in World War II. When she got out of the 
service, she went to New York City, where 
she got a job as the executive secretary of the 
Women’s Trade Union. Later she became the 
executive secretary at Henry Street Settle-
ment. That’s where she and Julia met. 

What makes having a business on the 
Vineyard unique?
It’s a small, tight-knit community. That 
makes working on the Vineyard very differ-
ent from if we were doing the same thing in 
Boston. I much prefer doing business here. 
Not only because the Island is so beautiful, 
but also because there’s a connection and an 
intimacy in knowing the people you work 
with, and by that I mean clients and col-
leagues, as well as other agents and brokers. 
Being in real estate here is about building 
longstanding relationships with buyers and 
sellers, owners and renters. It’s very gratify-
ing to know that we’re going to continue to 
see and interact with the people we’ve worked 
with. They’re going to be part of our lives. 
We want them to be happy in their new home 
and in their community. I know that it’s 
important to Leslie and myself, and to every 
person who works at Tea Lane.

In what ways have you carried on the 

tradition of the founders, and in what 
ways have you evolved?
Eleanor and Julia loved people, and they 
thrived on making connections That spirit is 
what has made the company what it is today. 

There is always the challenge any company 
faces, that you have to grow along with the 
times. You have to acknowledge that new tech-
nology is here, and you have to be constantly 
making changes. We need to keep things 
current, and we’ve grown from just the two of 
them to a team of 12 outstanding profession-
als, but we also recognize that there was some-
thing very precious about the way the two of 
them cared about relationships and people. 
There’s nothing more basic for a business than 
caring about the people you’re serving. You 
can add a lot of technology, but at the end of 
the day, it’s a very personal business.

Do you meet people who 
remember your aunt?
All the time. They both touched a lot of 

people’s lives. People 
come up to me and say, 
I knew your aunt. I got 
my first house because 
of her. I got my piece of 
land because of her. Or 
she and Julia helped me 
get a green card. They 
were always helping 
people. That was just 
who they were. 

What are some of the 
challenges  to the work 
that you do?

People in real estate work really hard. It’s not 
one those jobs where you can turn it off at 5. 
If you are going to do it well, you have to be 
prepared to provide the support and services 
that your clients need. You have to be very 
knowledgeable and on top of the market. 
People sometimes think that you wait for a 
phone call and then you show up and sell the 
house. I’ve never had a sale like that! There’s 
so much that you have to know that goes into 
a sale … information about the property, 
zoning regulations, the market, and so much 
more. A good agent has a depth of experi-
ence that they can draw on to guide their 
clients to the place they want to go. A good 
agent knows how to listen as well as advise. 
That’s where your real value comes in. 

What attracts people to move to the 
Vineyard or buy a second home here?
For those people who choose it, it’s a very 
special place. Besides the natural beauty of the 
Island, we have a wonderful community here. 
I think the Vineyard has always had a very 
interesting mix of people, and it still does. And 
there’s so much going on — arts, intellectual 
pursuits — these things are happening all 
summer, and year-round as well. 

Who’s your typical client?
We work with a very diverse clientele — 
people who are selling high-end homes and 
people who are selling homes that might 
appeal to year-rounders. We work with buy-
ers and sellers at all price points. That’s what 
makes it gratifying, because it’s wonderful to 
sell a beautiful estate vacation property, and 
it’s equally wonderful to sell a home that a 
year-round family is going to love.

Tea Lane Associates
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R O O F I N G  A N D  S I D I N G  D I V I S I O N
Millers  P rofessionals  Co.

Dr Karimi offers preventative, family, 
cosmetic, restorative, periodontal and 
surgical dental care on Martha’s Vineyard. 
Patients are treated in a calm, professional 
atmosphere with the latest technology and 
equipment, including the new CEREC in-
house computer and  milling system which 
allows crowns, onlays and root canals to 
be done, oftentimes, in one visit. Dr. Karimi 
and the team at Paradise Dental Group have 
been named among America’s Top  Dentists 
for several years by the  Consumer’s Research 
Council of America. Call  today for your free 
 consultation. We’ll give you a lot to smile 
about! New patients are welcome.

395 State Road     Vineyard Haven   
paradisedentalgroup.com     508-696-0222

Julia Sturges, left, and Eleanor Pearlson, 
founded Tea Lane Associates in 1967.

45 EDGARTOWN/VH ROAD, OAK BLUFFS  -    508.693.3511   -  www.jardinmahoneymv.com

Your island source for quality plants, gardening advice, & island-specific landscaping solutions.

WE ARE OPEN MON-SAT 8AM-5PM, SUN 9AM-5PM

45 EDGARTOWN/VH ROAD, OAK BLUFFS - 508.693.3511 - jardinmahoneymv.com

Your island source for quality plants, gardening advice, & island-specific landscaping solutions.

WE ARE OPEN MON-SAT 8AM-5PM, SUN 9AM-5PM

Add bright, bold, vibrant color with summer-blooming annuals,
perennials, flowering shrubs and more!

GET INSTANT 
COLOR FOR SUMMER!


